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Chairman Johnson and Ranking Member Corker, thank you for holding this hearing on S. 1473/H.R. 1855 the Madera Water Supply Enhancement Act.  I am pleased to testify before you in support of such an important project located in my Congressional district in Madera, California.  

The Madera Water Supply Enhancement Act authorized the Bureau of Reclamation to participate in the design and construction of the Madera Water Supply and Enhancement Project, an important water bank which will help improve water supply in California’s San Joaquin Valley.  The Madera Water Supply and Enhancement Project will be located on the 13,000-acre Madera Ranch, land that is ideal for percolating water from the surface to the aquifer for storage and valuable habitat for numerous species and native grasslands.  This project will allow the Madera Irrigation District to bank excess water and rain accumulating in wet years and to provide a source of water in dry years.  

The Madera Irrigation District is deeply invested in making this project a reality.  They have invested over $40 million to acquire the land and plan this project, in addition to the numerous studies undertaken in the past ten years verifying the feasibility and environmental impacts.  This project is ready to immediately move into the construction phase with the passage of this legislation.

Faced with a future of long term drought, reduced water exports from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, and detrimental judicial decisions that reduce water supply, California’s San Joaquin Valley needs water supply projects such as this, now more than ever.  Our nation relies on the productivity of the San Joaquin Valley for much of our food supply.  As an agriculturally based region, water is the lifeblood of the San Joaquin Valley and the economic well-being depends on having a secure, sufficient and reliable water supply.  The Madera Water Supply Enhancement Project increases water supply, provides groundwater resource protection, and mitigates the water supply impacts of the San Joaquin River restoration project.  As the State continues their dialog and debate over the larger issues of water supply and storage, we must step forward and make the Madera water bank a reality.        
I was pleased to help guide H.R. 1855 through the House of Representatives, where it passed on October 22, 2007.  I now urge your support and assistance in moving this legislation through the Senate, to expand the water supply opportunities in California’s San Joaquin Valley.       

