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Good afternoon.  My name is Larry Groth.  I am the City Manager of the City of Waco, Texas.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HR609, the Central Texas Water Recycling Act of 2007 and for the leadership of this Committee in scheduling this hearing.  We were privileged to also appear before you this time last year in support of HR3218 which is identical to HR609. We deeply appreciate this Committee’s continued interesting and leadership with regard to the water reuse issue and in the Central Texas Water Recycling Act of 2007.  I want to express my sincere gratitude to Congressman Edwards for introducing this legislation.  Congressman Edwards has been very supportive of water resources initiatives in Central Texas, and we certainly appreciate his work on this legislation.  

Waco is the urban center of a rapidly growing McLennan County.  Waco and the surrounding cities of Bellmead, Hewitt, Lacy-Lakeview, Lorena, Robinson, and Woodway have a long-history of cooperative and regional efforts on water resources, including the joint ownership and operation of the WMARSS.  Waco and McLennan County are fortunate to have a vibrant economic with growing population and excellent quality of life for residents.  However, with growing population there is an increasing demand for water.  Many of the surrounding communities rely on nearby Lake Waco in the Bosque River basin as the primary water supply source.  Several cities also have groundwater sources from the Trinity Aquifer.  Electric power generation is another critical factor of the economy of Central Texas and is an important component of the Central Texas Reuse program. 
The Waco and McLennan area is within the IH-35 corridor.  Population growth within this corridor continues to significantly outpace state-wide growth rates.  The regional water plan for central Texas states that population growth in counties within the IH-35 corridor “has been rapid since 1970, averaging 3.9% annual.”  For this area, the future water demand is about 51% of the central Texas region’s total demand in the year 2000, and it is expected to keep growing at a rapid rate. Within McLennan County, all cities are expected to experience sustained growth over the period from 2010 to 2060.  Waco is expected to grow by about 26% during this period from a 2010 population of 121,355 to a 2060 population of 152,715.  Cities surrounding Waco will grow even more rapidly: the City of Hewitt is expected to growth from a 2010 population of 11,085 to a 2060 population of 19,170 or a 51.3 percent increase.  

In addition to growth and industrial development, Central Texas must respond to drought conditions and the seasonal demands that drought imposes on our water supplies.  With the recent heavy rains, the memory of severe drought conditions be grow faint; but, in fact, we know from experience that drought conditions will reoccur in Central Texas and that recent droughts have actually been more severe than in the past.  

The water supply storage available from Lake Waco to Central Texans is fixed; the groundwater supplies must be limited to wise use that protects our underground aquifers. With growth and drought in Texas driving the need for more water supply in the future, how we use our limited, existing supplies is decisive.  Every existing water resource that has the potential to augment our water supplies must be conserved and used efficiently.  This is recognized on a statewide basis by the Texas Water Conservation Association that has emphasized the value of water reuse throughout the State.  Recently adopted Statewide water plans, under the direction of the Texas Water Development Board, have identified water reuse as a critical component of future strategies to meet water shortages in each of the16 planning areas of the State.  In Central Texas, and particularly among the cities located in McLennan County, reuse is a major component of our current plans.  Reuse of treated wastewater effluent is included in the current expansion of the area’s regional wastewater treatment system.

Cities in Central Texas have invested significant local funds in a number of supply enhancement and water treatment projects in recent years.  These costly efforts include water quality protection programs for our major surface water and groundwater resources, enlargement of the conservation pool of Lake Waco, and investments in advanced water treatment processes to meet and exceed federal and state standards as well as to remove taste and odor.  All of these investments are substantial for the citizens of McLennan County and Central Texas.  As a result, the cities are actively pursuing the means to maximize those investments and to conserve our valuable water resources.  Water recycling and reuse of reclaimed wastewater effluent is therefore a key component of this effort.  H.R. 609 will help us to succeed in this effort to replace the use of costly, treated water supplies for uses such as irrigation, cooling water and other industrial uses.
Reuse supplies will help us cope with seasonable demands and peak water use.  With temperatures in Central Texas that typically reach over 100 degrees during the summer, we must respond to the seasonal effects on water use and water demands.  To help address the spikes in demand due to seasonal water use, the community of cities in McLennan County is incorporating reuse into the current plans to expand the regional wastewater treatment system.  As opposed to expanding the central wastewater treatment located in a remote, downstream area, the expansion will be accomplished with “satellite” wastewater treatment plants that will be located in areas near the high growth corridors.  This growing areas that include industrial, commercial, and residential as well as park lands and golf courses owned by the cities, will have the opportunity to reduce dependence on the use of costly treated water by having high quality, wastewater effluent available for irrigation and industrial uses.  The reuse of treated wastewater effluent is the priority component of the “Central Texas Reuse Program.” 
The Central Texas Reuse Program is multi-dimensional consisting of a number of efforts—reclamation and reuse, conservation, water quality protection, environmental restoration—organized into a series of projects or components to provide optimal use and proper management of the limited water resources available to the Central Texas community.   The need for proper water resources management to optimize the use of the limited surface and ground water supplies in Central Texas has been recognized by the City of Waco and the cities comprising the Waco Metropolitan Area Regional Sewerage System.  Working together these cities support the Central Texas Reuse program, which is a comprehensive program to optimize on a regional basis the area’s water resources through conservation, reuse and recycling projects.  The efforts will include municipal, industrial and electric power generation customers.  The Central Texas Water Recycling Act will help support the efforts to provide sustainable water supplies in this area of Texas. 

An an overview, a feasibility report on the Central Texas Reuse Program was submitted to the Bureau of Reclamation.  The Reclamation staff has been very helpful in reviewing the report and working with us to better understand the Title XVI as a whole.  

With this background, let me summarize the specific need for and benefits of the reclamation and water recycling project.  Today, the growth areas of the regional wastewater collection facilities are hydraulically overloaded.  In addition, the Central Wastewater Treatment Plant, which currently treats all wastewater generated by the serves all of the six cities that comprise the regional wastewater system is nearing its permitted discharge capacity.  The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is requiring plans for the expansion of the existing wastewater treatment capacity.
A comprehensive engineering solution to this wastewater challenge is the construction of a satellite wastewater reclamation plants and facilities to in part provide benefits from the reuse of the reclaimed effluent. The benefits of satellite plants are significant, in addition to avoiding expensive relocation of infrastructure and downstream conveyance improvements (estimated at $2.1 million), the plants will provide capacity for future growth in the “high growth” corridor, and significantly, the reclaimed water produced at the proposed reclamation plant can be readily delivered to dozens of end users within the nearby vicinity.  Not only would this reclaimed water be a revenue generator, it would also help reduce the summertime peak water demands at the regional water treatment plant.

In summary, this legislation will not only provide for conservation of our community’s water supply but will also reduce cost to the taxpayers and provide benefits to the environment as treated effluent is not dumped into river but is used to sustain habitat in our parks and recreational areas.  Recycling of highly treated wastewater provides an additional valuable resource for a large number of identified reuse applications, including golf courses, landscape irrigation, industrial cooling water, and other industrial applications.  The initial projects eligible for funding under this legislation can provide up to 10 million gallons per day of reuse water; thereby, reducing the water demand on Lake Waco.  This is enough water supply to meet the needs of over 20,000 households. 

Mr. Chairman and members of this subcommittee, we strongly support H.R. 609, and the assistance it will provide for the Central Texas Reuse Program. The community of cities in McLennan County has committed significant funding to support the development of this project.

We welcome the opportunity to partner with the Bureau of Reclamation to design, plan and construct a consolidated system to improve the efficient use of water resources in McLennan County.   
Thank you for allowing me to appear before you today. 
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