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I have been familiar with the trackways in the Robledo Mountains since 1992. In 1993, I wrote a short scientific article on these fossils with Jerry MacDonald (discoverer of the tracks), Spencer Lucas (curator of paleontology at our museum) and others and in 1994, I was one of the principals on the Congressionally-funded study of the tracksites. Subsequently, I have written several scientific articles on these particular fossils. In total I have authored over 550 scientific publications and books on geology and paleontology and my principal specialty is fossil footprints (over 75 scientific articles), particularly pre-dinosaurian Permian tracks. I am currently the Executive Director of the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science which houses about 2000 specimens from the Robledo Mountains and hundreds of other Permian tracks. I have studied Permian tracks throughout the United States, Canada and Europe. Therefore, I have a broad perspective on the importance of the tracksites in the Robledo Mountains. 


The fossil footprint localities in the Robledo Mountains of Doña Ana County, New Mexico are the most important Permian (pre-dinosaurian) tracksites in the world. Scientists around the world recognize their importance. The quantity 

and quality of the tracks of animals of all kinds, from large reptiles to small arthropods, is unmatched. The Robledo footprints provide a unique combination of very large sample size and a great large range of preservational variants. Permian tracks were first discovered over 175 years ago in Scotland and subsequently they have been found on four other continents. Despite the fact that hundreds of specimens of this age are known from all over the world, they were never fully understood until the Robledo tracks were discovered and studied. The quantity, quality and range of preservation of the Robledo tracks makes them a “Rosetta Stone” which allows Permian tracks worldwide to be correctly interpreted. 

People are impressed by fossil bones from the bodies of ancient animals, but these represent ancient carcasses. Footprints were made by living, breathing animals and they can provide information about behavior of living animals that could never be gleaned from dry bones. Thus, the Robledo Mountains tracks provide a unique opportunity to study an early land ecosystem which is unparalleled in the world.


Footprints are a tremendously important resource for education because they are so evocative to the public. Even small children are fascinated by footprints and the stories that they tell. Fossil footprints have provided a wonderful medium for education, for example at Dinosaur Ridge, west of Denver.


New Mexico has a wealth of cultural and natural resources. However, the Robledo Mountains tracksites are the most significant fossil resources in the state. Indeed, they are one of the most significant fossil resources in the nation. The tracks have tremendous potential, not only for educational purposes, but also for economic development in southern New Mexico. A National Monument would undoubtedly become a national draw for tourists.

I am pleased to support Senate Bill 3599 which seeks to preserve the tracksites of the Robledo Mountains as Prehistoric Trackways National Monument. This would be the first National Monument in the country dedicated to the preservation of fossil footprints and it preserves a resource worthy of that honor. The tracksites need to be preserved because they are international treasures that are endangered by diverse factors ranging from increased recreational usage of the mountains to rock quarrying. I wholeheartedly support Senate Bill 3599 and the concept of preserving the Robledo Mountains tracksites as a National Monument.
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