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Chairman Johnson, Members of the Water and Power Subcommittee, thank you very much for scheduling this hearing in South Dakota.  I am Michael Jandreau, the Chairman of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe; I have served in that capacity for 29 years. Thank you very much for the opportunity to appear before the Subcommittee.  

Senator Johnson, we greatly appreciate your leadership on water issues. The subject of water is of vital importance in South Dakota and across the entire Western United States.   Our Tribe borders the Missouri River.  The Big Bend Dam is within our reservation and connects us to the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe.  

The Pick-Sloan project took our best bottomlands to build the dams on the Missouri River.  The dams have greatly benefited the United States, but they have hurt our Tribe.  S. 160, which is pending before the Indian Affairs Committee, is critical to our Tribe. We will not be able to fulfill our potential as a people without fair compensation for the Pick Sloan project. 

I mention this because it provides a context for how we also view Mni Wiconi.  Mini Wiconi is of great importance to life in South Dakota.  We support full funding for Mni Wiconi so that the potential of the project can be extended to the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Rosebud, and all counties within the intended scope of service including Lyman and Jones counties.  

In March of this year, the Lower Brule Rural Water System’s Manager, Jim McCauley, joined in testimony to the Appropriations Committee that requested $38.4 million for Fiscal Year 2009.  The money would be divided with $28.2 going for construction and $10.2 for operation and maintenance.  

We also request funding for wastewater treatment.   We need funding for the treatment and containment of wastewater.  The proper analysis has yet to be completed and the entire goal of wastewater treatment remains unfunded.  

Mr. Chairman, the longer it takes to fund the project, the more it will cost.  At Lower Brule we were able to save $2 million -$3 million by an expedited completion of the project on our Reservation.  We are hoping, with your leadership, that Mni Wiconi can be completed as soon as possible.  

Thank you very much.  I would be pleased to answer any questions.  
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