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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Subcommittee, my name is Kirk Lindquist, member of the Michigan Lighthouse Project: the interagency work group established to facilitate the orderly transfer of federally owned lighthouse properties to government agencies, local governments and non-profit organizations.  I also have served as President of the Michigan Lighthouse Fund: the statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to securing financial resources for Michigan lighthouse stewardship organizations.  I am pleased to be here to present comments and discuss the merits of the National Lighthouse Stewardship Act of 2009, and urge the committee to report out favorably S. 715.
This bill would authorize grants to all 31 coastal states to protect and preserve our nation's historic lighthouses.  Stewardship grants would be awarded in a manner consistent with existing federal law and state historic preservation regulations.
· Provide grants to states, local governmental units, and nonprofit stewardship organizations for lighthouse rehabilitation and preservation
· Support rehabilitation efforts for lighthouses managed with in the National Seashore and Lakeshore systems, as well as other federal agencies
· Authorize $20,000,000 per year during the 3-year pilot program for lighthouse preservation
Federal Funding for Lighthouse Operations
The Federal Government has provided funding for lighthouse operations and maintenance since the beginning of the lighthouse program in 1797.  This is no longer the case.  Many properties have been excessed over the last 35 years and transferred or sold.  Once these properties were removed from federal hands, no funding has been available for maintenance or major repair.  The pace of transfers picked up considerably after 1995.  Technological developments in geo-positioning and other navigation aids during the 1990’s, prompted the USCG to get out of the lighthouse business.  Since that time, many lighthouse properties maintained by the Coast Guard have been transferred or sold to governments, non-profit organizations, and private interests.   

In 1995, the U.S. Government accelerated the pace of transfers of light station properties from federal ownership.  In 2002, the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act (NHLPA; co-sponsored by Senator Frank Murkowski and Senator Carl Levin) became law.  This legislation established a process to facilitate these transfers, and gave priority to state/local governments and nonprofit lighthouse stewardship organizations.  The NHLPA program is administered through the combined efforts of the National Park Service, in cooperation with the U.S. Coast Guard and the General Services Administration, and has been a notable success.
The revenue stream from the Tonnage Duty continues to support the U.S. Coast Guard, through the Department of Homeland Security, but little federal money has been spent on lighthouse repair.   Deferred maintenance has created major problems for their new owners.  Normal maintenance costs for each of these 150 year old structures can easily exceed $80,000 per year.  Rehabilitation estimates are much more: as much as $1,500,000 per lighthouse.  It is easy to predict the fate of properties that can not be maintained by volunteer or private landlords:  they will be abandoned.  Nationally, a conservative estimated need for lighthouse rehabilitation and protection is more than $110,000,000.  The need exists, even though the Coast Guard is no longer in the lighthouse business.
PROPOSED NATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE STEWARDHIP ACT OF 2009

Just as there are 31 coastal states with lighthouses, there are at least 31 different approaches to their maintenance and rehabilitation.  Ten states have specialty license plates featuring lighthouses, but only one has a sustained grant program for lighthouse preservation.  This bill encourages the Department of Interior to work through existing grant programs, where practicable, especially in partnership with State Historic Preservation Offices.  This is why a pilot program is suggested.  Through experience gained during this 3-year period, a preferred process will evolve, and applied in a longer term grant program.
The purpose of the excess program is to save money, and these properties have been expeditiously transferred to local governments and non-profit stewards.  However, many of these groups have budgets supported by less than $20,000 in annual revenue.  The purpose of S.715 is to provide funding for the difference between what they can afford and the amount needed to preserve and rehabilitate their structures.
We suggest only that the Federal Government should do the right thing.  We are not asking that the traditional funding source be restored; only that the commitment to maintain these properties be respected.

Lighthouse and other maritime interests strongly support S.715.  I request that letters of support be included in the hearing record along with my written testimony.  S.715 would be an important tool for preservation and protection, and as an instrument of economic growth for our Nation’s coastal communities.  I hope the committee will support its enactment.
This concludes my prepared remarks.

Thank you very much for the invitation to testify about issues addressed by this bill.  I would be happy to respond to any questions you or the subcommittee might have.
