Good Afternoon Chairman Bingaman and other members of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.  My name is Lorelei Monsanto and I represent the group called One Campus. Mr. Chairman and members, at the outset I would like to express my appreciation to this committee on two counts; firstly for affording me the privilege of appearing before you today to give testimony on HR53 and secondly for the committee foresight in going directly to the people of St. John to hear what we have to say, on matters of vital concern to us.  Thereby, giving us a real scents of participating in the affairs of the island.

 One Campus has worked along side our Delegate, Donna Christiansen to create a much needed partnership with the local government and the NPS in regards to education.  Our dream is to create a full-bodied environment for the children, residents, visitors and the VI National Park. 

One Campus motto is “Educated the whole child through math, science, reading and hands on expression through the environment in which they live and thrive.”

I am here before you to request your support on bill HR53.  All of you have the children, of the island of St. John on your shoulders.  The decision made today will affect us with the partnership between the Management agency of the VI and the residents of the Virgin Islands. 

 The residents on St. John do not support a swap of any kind.  With the rumor of swapping land on St. Croix for land on St. John is liken to asking Texas to give up land for Vermont.  The Virgin Islands has limited land mass and no comparison to support a swap is warranted.   In fact, we need to develop our own land bank to support our own needs.

St. John is only eight miles long and comprised of 12,322+- acres is land mass.  Of that  7,400+- acres belongs to the National Park, 50+- acres belongs and is being used by the local Government and the balance owned by hotels, businesses and residents alike.  So, you see our resources are limited.  

Another, aspect you need to consider is that the U.S. Virgin Islands are a territory and you can address territories needs differently.  The National Park of the Virgin Islands is like no other park in the UNITED STATES-it owns more than ¾ s of the island and still growing.  

The Park has always been a aloof neighbor, but now needs to be a viable partner who will support and work together to achieve new standards with Community and Park.  The Park has changed our lives both for the good and the bad.  From affecting our property taxes, to promoting tourism, not living up to its own mandate to employ from the local base as well as not knowing the Parks own boundaries.  These items and more have brought us here today.

H.R. 53 requests a lease on a parcel of land known as the Bishop property consisting of 55 acres.  Ms, Bishop left a reversionary clause for this land for the purpose we are seeking - A EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX, grades K-12.  She was a visionary that wished this land by utilized with the partnership of the NPS (see attached deed of conveyance).   We also would like a mid island visitors center, science center including marine and botany studies.  An expansion of a local job corps to educated the local base to work in the park, as plumbers, electrician, rangers, interpreters and managers of the NPS that surrounds them.  

Imagine a NPS that works truly with the Community in which it surrounds.  Guest from all over the world can come to St. John and marvel of how a NPS and local Government educated the future generations with a global partnership.

The Environmentalist may say no this can not happen and must not happen,   but the question is why not and how can we make it happen!  

The Friends of the Virgin Islands National Park have stated they will support whatever action the Congress Recommends.  They know there is truly a need for this Educational Complex (see attached letter). Other groups such as the Sierra Club’s stresses that the “ecology is not a fad” and   I agree, so let us help the very children of the VI learn about the environment in a hands on approach.  The VI needs the Sierra Student Coalition.  We all have to work on this partnerships.  The National Parks Conservation Association’s motto is “Protecting our National Park for Future Generation”.  What does this really mean?  On a island that is 8 miles long the mass of the children are unaware of the National Park.  We need the NPCA to see how they can assist in helping the Future they refer to, (Virgin Island Children), about the sciences and precious resources we have.  There is also the Land for Public Trust.  Motto-”Conserving land for People”.  This group works with Congress to garner support for federal funding to purchase lands.  The question remains who are the people they are conserving for? They recently purchased over 400 acres known as MAHO Bay and could have easily used some of that land to assist in a swap to assist the children’s need for a complex; however it appears they had so such interest.

Residents, who were against this lease, give One Campus the biggest gift ever.  They hired a local appraiser to locate land for a school because they do not want it in “their back yard”.  I have attached the document for your review you can see the land values are unaffordable for the local Government who will still have to build the school.  Also, the lands noted are not conducive for a Educational facility.  One Campus has met with some on the Residents who were against the lease and have positively engaged them and now we have an new organization call Kid’s First by these very residents.  So this proves partnerships and bridges can and will be built. Attached is their press release on this wonderful engagement.

The Residents of St. John have been down this road less traveled before.  Congress met to condemn the island in the 60’s and here we are now with a request for land for an educational facility and partnership with the NPS and the environmentalist St. John is my home, my children and the children of St. John will know that they will have all the enabling rights giving to them as they learn to become one with the Environment in which they live.  

I have the faith and believe that this congressional committee will allow the lease for a educational complex with restrictions to ensure the protection on the NPS, residents of St. John and the Island of St. John.
