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Good afternoon Senators, I am truly excited to be here today.  From the bottom of my heart I would like to thank you Senator Wyden and Senator Smith for the proposal of Senate bill 3854.  I specifically want to thank you for protecting my most cherished place on earth, Upper Big Bottom on the Clackamas River, a place that is truly one of the most amazing ancient forests left in Oregon and worthy of any and all protections.  I want to thank you both for showing very uncommon wisdom in recognizing that Wilderness is more than rock and ice.  These are places to be protected regardless of elevation or size.  Both Upper and Lower big bottom are places so amazing that they easily rival the great cathedrals of Europe.  Clackamas Canyon, one of the most beautiful places in the country, would be a national park if it was located in the eastern United States yet it remains unprotected.  I would also like to thank the Senators for protecting SiSi butte, Lower White River and Salmon River Meadows.  I have hunted each of these areas for decades and already this year.
My name is Brian Maguire, my organization, Back Country Hunters and Anglers was formed by myself and 6 others to promote hunting and fishing by advocating for the conservation of public places that people hunt and fish, land that our children and grand children will hunt and fish.  We have members in all western states and many eastern states; we have active chapters in most western states including Alaska.   Our Board of Directors hail from Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Colorado.  
Hunting is a core American heritage, hunting promotes the family.  Hunting is an activity that provides the time for deep relationships to be built within the family.  Hunting is far more than killing of game for food, it provides a father the time to pass along knowledge, to teach ethics, biology, patience, observation, planning, preparation and the circle of life.  Hunting is spiritual, it reveals like no other activity can, the power, wisdom and grace of God by letting God show you his amazing works of landscape and life.  These are critical pieces that provide a strong bed for core American values, values to be passed on from generation to generation.
My family has hunted Upper Big bottom since the early 1960’s. I killed my first deer and elk in Upper Big Bottom and caught my first trout here.  Back in the 1960’s when my father first started to go to Upper Big Bottom there was little concern that the next time he would show up that it would be destroyed.  That changed during my life time.  While I was learning to hunt in these woods, we began to be alarmed that the next deer or elk season would come and our hunting grounds would have be reduced to slash and ash.  Our fears were met and every year more and more of it morphed into a waste land.
This reality shaped me and has led me to have a deep concern that if we do not act to protect the places people hunt, hunting will disappear.  Hunting is an activity that keeps the family together but it is shrinking.  No one can say for sure why hunting is decreasing in America but I suspect that many have given it up because the places they hunted are now gone.  To them there is no knowledge of the land to pass down, that land has forever changed.   I am afraid that hunting will continue to erode away and become history.  We can ill afford to let activities that keep the family bound from vanishing. 
 This bill proposes to protect, areas that are key to hunters in Oregon.  Your bill recognizes many lower elevation areas that provide key wintering areas for wildlife, instead of focusing on rock and ice that have far less ecological importance than lower elevation areas such as Upper Big Bottom and the Lower White River.  I honestly had hoped that the senate would protect more of these lower elevation hunting areas but I am still ecstatic with your wisdom to protect the areas that are in the bill.

Upper Big Bottom and Lower White River are vital year round habitat, but more importantly are rare public land wintering grounds for big game.  Big Bottom and Upper Big Bottom are so crucial that if they were to be lost to logging the entire upper Clackamas basin could lose its deer and elk populations.  These are true ancient forests, with trees that are quite literally over a thousand years old.  Because these are ancient forests, the forest is a mix of the young and the old and provide cover that allows in light for the true multi story forests that animals require.  The canopy provides a shelter against the deep snow by intercepting much of it and shedding it in piles, leaving areas nearly free of snow cover.  The Clackamas basin gets quite a bit of snow in the winter; this is wet snow that often freezes into a virtual glacier, an impenetrable block of ice to elk and deer in a logged over section.  Without the cover of the native forests there would be few if any areas to provide winter forage for big game.  Even today, these forests are vanishing.  I just found another area 2 weeks ago that I was going to hunt that was clear cut.  It was an area that I often found shed antlers in, a wintering ground.
Sisi Butte is a very prominent landmark in the upper Clackamas basin.  It is an ultra rare, intact, unprotected wilderness with a mix of elevations and habitat, from sub alpine to temperate rain forest.  To be honest I am quite shocked that it has not been roaded and clear cut, I guess the Forest Service just has not gotten around to it yet.  Sisi Butte, with its vast amount of berries, intact roadless expanse, is prime time bear country.  It is common to encounter bears here and is a bear hunters dream.
Lower White River is one of the only true wild rivers left in the Oregon.  I have been hunting the rim since I was a kid and for the first time this year went to the bottom.  To understand why it took so long you have to understand that it is a 500 foot elevation drop in 150 yards.  It is a series of terraces, and rock faces to the river below.  I found a route to the bottom this year to try to recover a turkey I had shot on the rim.  In that trek I found the skull of a monster 6X6 bull elk with the antlers and saw 4 bears, a sow and 3 cubs.  The river bottom is old growth Ponderosa pine and Douglas fir with a well used game trail and not the faintest hint that any human has ever stood on these grounds.  I truly felt that I was the only person to have ever been here, a feeling I have only felt a few times in Oregon and I have been to most places.  The river is such prime time trout habitat that when I got back to town I called Bill Monroe, the sports writer for the Oregonian, and asked him if he wanted to fish a river, in Oregon, that had never been fished.  He said no such place existed, I said it did and explained, he agreed, such a place may actually exist, Lower White River.  Lower White River is surrounded by a state wildlife area.  This area was acquired by the state because it is a wintering area for deer, elk and bears.  I have only on a handful of occasions gone in here and not found a shed antler.  I have on occasion found recently vacated bear dens during spring turkey season on the rim.  The entire area is critical to big game on the east slope of Mt. Hood during the winter and fall breeding season.
Salmon River Meadows appears to have been omitted from the house bill and for the life of me I can’t figure out why.  Perhaps it’s the fact that its isolation provides the USFS with the ability to log with few being able to see the result?  Regardless of the reason this is the most prime summer Elk range in the northern cascades.  It is so prime that about 10 years ago the area was believed to hold the next potential world record Rocky Mountain Elk.  There have been some crazy bulls taken from the cascades and it is not due to the fact there are over 4300 miles of road on the Mt. Hood, it because there are still a few hold out areas like Salmon River Meadows that provide the forage and protection of miles of unroaded country.  

Thank you for having the wisdom to protect these areas and creating a fair bill that provides for the protection of land for the Volvo walking stick crowd and the hunters and fisherman.  I urge you slough off the rhetoric from the timber industry, guised as fire concerns and Matrix lands, this is speak for we have not taken all of what we want for ourselves yet.  You can not rationalize or bargain with greed, you can either cave in to it or ignore it, there are no other options.  Tell the critics that will try to stop protecting the land for nefarious reasons that the few wounds that they inflicted to keep the land from being protected will not matter in 100, 200 or 500 years from now.  In that time any wound already inflicted will be something only an archeologist may find.  God will heal the land but in a time scale that supersedes our lives.  The timber industry has had far more than its fair share; it is only fair that those of us who use the land for generations can have our own places that we need not worry about.
