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Good afternoon Chairman Bingaman, Ranking Member Domenici and distinguished members of the Committee.  Today, I come before you to speak in support of S. 783, The Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve Boundary Adjustment Act of 2007.  This bill is important to the town of Jean Lafitte, Louisiana because it will allow the Jean Lafitte National Historic Park to acquire the Fleming – Berthoud Plantation, which is located within the Town of Jean Lafitte.
It is my opinion that placing the plantation within the management authority of the National park Service is the best means of ensuring that this historic site will be preserved for generations to come.

The Fleming-Berthoud Plantation is one of the southernmost early sugar plantations.  It surrounds a 1,000-year-old prehistoric Indian mound and a historic cemetery on the edge of Bayou Barataria.  Both are very important points of interest.    The cemetery is the location where many members of our town’s historic families have been laid to rest for more than a century.  It has been photographed many times for different publications and has been used as a backdrop for many motion pictures. 

The buildings on the plantation such as the home, a cottage, a blacksmith shop, and several other buildings are in poor condition, but can be restored to its original grandeur and become another point of interest for a community that is rebounding from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

The acquiring and preservation of this magnificent location would not only enhance tourism in the area, I believe that it will also spur substantial tourism interest in the region and thereby help to create much needed jobs for local citizens.

The Fleming- Berthoud Plantation is an important historical location in the Town of Jean Lafitte and I feel that this bill is very important for the town and for Louisiana.  You will be approving the preservation and possible restoration of important pieces of the culture and history of our state.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my statement.  I will be happy to answer any questions you may have to the best of my ability.  Thank you.
