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Mr. Chairman Salazar, Ranking Member Thomas, and Members of the Senate Subcommittee on National Parks, thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today.  

My name is Moctesuma Esparza.  By background I am a movie producer having produced movies like The Milagro Beanfield War, Selena, Gettysburg, Gods and Generals, Introducing Dorothy Dandridge, and most recently, Walkout for HBO.  I grew up in the City of Los Angeles, California and attended Los Angeles public schools.  

I became involved in the film industry because I wanted to take on the roles of transforming the image of Hispanics in Hollywood, and by extension, the American public.  Since producing my first documentary Requiem 29, I have strived to ensure that the history of the Latinos in this country is told and understood. 
Having movies, television shows, books, and other media to view is critical as is having visible leaders, who have lived the American Latino experience. However, I believe having a national institution for Americans and the millions of tourists can visit is just as critical. 

By passing the National Museum of the American Latino Community Commission Act of 2007, Congress will take an important first step toward making such an institution a reality. The bill will establish a Commission to study the potential creation of a National Museum of the American Latino Community.  
The Commission members, selected by the President and Members of Congress, will be tasked with studying the impact of such a Museum, developing a plan of action and a fundraising plan, and purposing recommendations for action by Congress.  


The lack of a Latino-focused institution located in our nation’s Capitol has long been of great concern to the Latino community.  While these museums purport to reflect the history, culture, and achievements of the people of the United States, very few have permanent exhibits that represent the American Latino community’s role in the history and culture of this country.  


Currently, in Los Angeles and other parts of the country, there are thriving cultural and historic institutions that are laying the groundwork for a future national museum.  
These local and regional institutions have garnered support from local governments and the business community.  In my work with HBO, I have witnessed first-hand a willingness of corporations and mainstream entities to bring attention to diverse American experiences. As we engage in this discussion, I think it important to highlight the interest of Corporate America to support a national museum.  


Even with the many challenges and opportunities facing the Latino community, the importance of proper representation of Latinos and their contributions in our nation’s foremost cultural institution cannot be underestimated.  Immediate passage of this legislation is a critical first step to remedying this unfortunate situation and creating an institution devoted to the research and study of American Latino life, art, history, and culture.   

Once again, I appreciate you inviting me to testify today.  I look forward to the day when I can visit a National Museum of the American Latino Community her in Washington, DC. 
