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My name is Dave Munson, Mayor of Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

It is my pleasure to welcome you to our city.  And I thank you for bringing this field hearing to Sioux Falls and for the opportunity to testify before your Committee regarding the need our city has for the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System.

Sioux Falls is the largest city in South Dakota.  Last year, our population exceeded 150,000 people.  By the year 2035, we estimate Sioux Falls will have 271,000 residents.

If you combine the city with our four-county area, our population will be approximately 400,000.
Our city is thriving for many reasons.  We believe we’ve found an excellent balance between cost of living and quality of life.

For three straight years, a major national publication has ranked Sioux Falls the best small city in America for businesses and careers.

In 2007, the value of our building construction exceeded half a billion dollars, a number you usually find in a city the size of Omaha or Des Moines. Our housing market is stable. In 2007 alone, we constructed over 1,700 dwelling units, which was much higher than the last several years.
Our unemployment rate is extremely low.  Our major industries are diversified, with an excellent medical community, a very strong financial sector and continued ties to our agricultural roots.

But we know that for Sioux Falls to continue to grow and fulfill its potential, we need to secure our future water supply.

For 20 years, the city has been committed to working as a regional partner to develop the Lewis and Clark water system.

In 2007, our City Council approved the largest bond issuance in the City’s history.  We committed 70 million dollars to prepay the City’s share of the Lewis and Clark project.  Our debt will be repaid over 30 years through increases to our residents’ water rates.  We believe it is critical to show our federal partners that the citizens of Sioux Falls are sharing in the cost of this critical need for our community.

When Lewis and Clark is completed, Sioux Falls will be able to access 27 million gallons of water a day.  
This will provide enough supply to meet the needs of not just our residents, but the many businesses that draw thousands of regional employees and customers.  They help make Sioux Falls an economic engine for the entire state of South Dakota and the surrounding region.
Since 2000, the Sioux Falls metro area has added more than 12,000 jobs.  This accounts for more than half of all the new jobs added to the entire state of South Dakota in that time.
Taxable sales in Sioux Falls also account for more than 25 percent of all sales in the state.

It makes sense that a growing city has many needs, from road improvements to features like parks and libraries that improve our quality of life.  But as we prioritize these needs in Sioux Falls, water consistently rates as our top priority.

Without it, we simply cannot sustain our responsible, positive growth.

Sioux Falls has the geographical room to expand. We continue to invest in our critical infrastructure including streets, sanitary sewer systems, and storm drainage facilities. Without an adequate water supply however, this well-planned growth simply cannot continue. When new businesses and industries visit Sioux Falls, a major factor in determining their move is the availability of water.
The expanded Lewis & Clark pipeline will provide water resources for Sioux Falls to meet its growth needs for the next 40 to 50 years if properly managed.
While we are clearly very focused on growing our available water supply, we’re also committed to conserving this precious resource.

I am proud to say that Sioux Falls is leading the way in our state and region when it comes to responsible water use.

For several years, we have restricted water use between noon and five, when demand was highest on the system.  We have also transitioned residents into watering on odd and even days of the week, and recently made that change year-round instead of only in the summer months.

We offer free water conservation kits to residents with items like a low flow showerhead, hose nozzle and lawn watering gauge. And we also provide rebates for purchasing efficient washing machines, rain sensors and irrigation timers. To date, we have rebated back nearly $1.4 million dollars to our residents and have lowered our per capita use of water by nearly 10 gallons of water, per person, per day. Sioux Falls is not simply waiting for a supplemental supply of water; we are working hard to become a more sustainable community, now and well into the future.
In Sioux Falls, we truly recognize the value of our natural resources.  We are grateful that our federal partners continue to support our infrastructure needs through the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System.
I assure you that you’re investing in an excellent city, and that future generations will benefit from your support for decades to come.

Thank you again for the opportunity to present at this important hearing.
