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Good morning Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. My name is Lisa Jackson; I am Commissioner for the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.

I appreciate the opportunity to testify before you today on natural resources on the Outer Continental Shelf.    

I would first like to recognize Senator Menendez for the leadership he has exhibited in protecting New Jersey’s coastal environment. We strongly support your legislation to prohibit offshore drilling in the vicinity of New Jersey’s coastline, which coincidentally was previously introduced by then-Senator Jon Corzine. 

I would like to reaffirm the State of New Jersey's opposition to oil and gas lease sales for areas off the coast of New Jersey, as well as the opening of the mid-Atlantic to offshore oil and gas development.   Such an action would leave New Jersey vulnerable to damage caused by drilling-related incidents in nearby waters. While I can only speak for New Jersey, other northeast states, including Delaware and Connecticut, have been just as vocal in their opposition to drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf.

Our coast helps drive our tourism economy, which brings in more than $36 billion a year. In fact, one out of every six jobs in New Jersey is related to the "Coastal Zone," making coastal revenues our state's largest economic sector. $4.5 billion comes from commercial and recreational fishing and aquaculture alone.

As such, development for oil and gas off our coast has the potential to threaten the economy of our entire state and the region as well. Adverse impacts on commercial and recreational fishing could deal a catastrophic blow to the economic welfare of the State and the region. 

Furthermore, the potential adverse impacts of development for oil and gas would not just be felt economically, but environmentally as well. New Jersey and other Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states have worked hard to enhance and protect our water quality and marine habitat and resources. New Jersey's 127-mile coastline is a treasure of great ecological value; its integrity is essential to the environmental health of this state. 

The potential impacts of drilling are too risky to the health of our residents, coastal heritage, economy and environment. The potential impacts of a large oil spill include: 

· effects to marine mammals and sea turtle populations, 

· adverse impacts on coastal habitats, 

· effects on the recreation, tourism, commercial fishing and cruise ship economies, 

· negative effects on the real estate markets and losses of job and income.  

We strongly support the existing moratoria on OCS activities.   The proposed special interest sale in the Mid-Atlantic planning area offshore Virginia is in conflict with this policy and presents serious environmental concerns to the New Jersey Coastal Region. I would like to point out that, while it may seem like different worlds, the Virginia Proposed Program Area is only 75 miles from the New Jersey coast. 

The physical processes in the ocean do not honor administrative boundaries. Activities anywhere in the Mid-Atlantic region could affect the uses and resources of the coastal zone and the marine environment off the New Jersey coast. 

In addition, there has been no evidence to date that exploring for oil and gas off our coast would be productive or economically feasible. Balanced against the downsides I have already discussed, the risks are way too high.

New Jersey therefore has a direct interest in any proposed resource evaluation in the Mid-Atlantic region.   Our State is opposed to any activity on the Outer Continental Shelf that could adversely impact our economy, maritime ecology, fishing and coastal-dependent tourism, particularly in a case such as off Virginia, where the Outer Continental Shelf development would be likely to make only a limited contribution to our energy needs

Instead, Governor Corzine and I are asking this new Congress to be much more comprehensive and forward-looking in its search for ways to meet our country’s energy needs. America needs to strongly promote – as well as mandate – energy efficiency and conservation. We also need to be serious about developing alternate means to produce energy.  Besides reducing our dependence on traditional fossil fuels, the use of these types of power has the additional benefits of reducing air pollution and greenhouse gases.

New Jersey and many other states have already embarked on initiatives that would make our buildings more green, that would increase the use of hybrid or other enhanced mileage vehicles in our fleets or have taken other measures to reduce our energy consumption. At the state level, there has been a strong push to evaluate and implement alternative energy production strategies such as solar, geothermal, wave and wind power.  In fact, New Jersey is a national leader in the solar market.

Examples of Governor Corzine’s initiatives in this regard include:

· Implementing greenhouse gas tailpipe standards for automobiles, through New Jersey adoption of the California Low Emissions Vehicles (LEV) Program;

· Moving forward on a commitment that 22.5% of electricity consumed in the State will be met with renewable energy resources via the New Jersey Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS);

· Setting an achievable goal to reduce total projected electricity demand by 20% by 2020 as key goal of the Energy Master Plan;

It is time for the federal government to follow the lead set by New Jersey and other states. Administration officials are only now acknowledging that climate change may in fact be a real phenomenon and that we need to take steps to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. However, it is not too late for federal action and we urge Congress to act.

As this committee explores the range of issues to be considered for offshore oil and gas exploration and production, I advise you to undertake a comprehensive review of not only potential energy alternatives and energy efficiencies but also the potential consequences of going down the wrong path.   The risk to our economy and this natural treasure are too great to do anything less.

Again, I thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today. I am available to answer any questions you may have. 

