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The Honorable Chairman and Distinguished Members of the Subcommittee:

My name is Charles Potucek and I serve as the city manager for the City of Sierra Vista, Arizona, a city of 44,000 located in Cochise County in Southeastern Arizona and home to the Fort Huachuca Military Installation.  

Today I am representing the Upper San Pedro Partnership (USPP), a consortium of 21 federal, state and local governmental entities, non-governmental organizations and private companies.  The USPP strives to ensure that we meet the long-term groundwater needs of both the residents of the Sierra Vista Sub-watershed as well as the Upper San Pedro River.  

Congress formally recognized the USPP through Public Law 108-136, Section 321 in 2003 and requires us to report its progress to them on an annual basis.  (Attachment A)

We recently learned that USPP is the recipient of the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Cooperative Conservation Award.  

The Sierra Vista Subwatershed contains two important federal treasures - Fort Huachuca, administered by the Department of Defense (DoD) and the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (SPRNCA), designated by Congress in 1988 (Public Law 100-696) and administered by the Department of the Interior (DoI), Bureau of Land Management.  

Fort Huachuca houses the U.S. Army Intelligence Center, the U.S. Army Network Enterprise Technology Command/ 9th Army Signal Command, the U.S. Army Information Systems Engineering Command, the Joint Interoperability Test Command, the Electronic Providing Ground, the Intelligence and Electronic Warfare Testing Directorate, and the U.S. Army Communications Electronics Command Communications Security Logistics Activity.

The SPRNCA supports approximately four hundred avian species, 81 mammalian species, 43 species of reptiles and amphibians, and serves as primary migratory bird corridor.  Also of extreme importance, the SPRNCA provides critical habitat to the endangered Huachuca water umbel requiring Fort Huachuca to seek a biological opinion (BO) from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 in June of 2007 (Attachment B).  Protection of that critical habitat by Fort Huachuca as published in the BO will ensure that Fort Huachuca can continue to perform its critical missions without jeopardizing the endangered species found in the SPRNCA.

The USPP established three fundamental strategies in order to achieve its goal.  The strategies include reducing consumption (conservation), reclaiming effluent and reusing or recharging it, and augmenting existing water resources through improved rainfall harvesting and the importation of additional ones.

The Sierra Vista Sub-watershed Feasibility Study Act (S.1929) speaks to the third strategy and allows the USPP to proceed to the second phase of the augmentation project.  The DoI’s Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) performed a required appraisal report titled “Augmentation Alternatives for the Sierra Vista Sub-watershed, Arizona” in June of 2007, completing the first phase of the process (Attachment C).  

The USPP values BOR’s contributions.  In fact, BOR provided $1.5 million through a cooperative agreement with the City of Sierra Vista towards the construction of Sierra Vista’s Environmental Operations Park (EOP) that began operations in 2001.  The EOP recharges high-quality treated effluent into the ground in order to protect the SPRNCA from the effects of groundwater pumping from the more densely populated areas of the sub-watershed.  It remains the largest single and most effective water reclamation project in the sub-watershed, recharging more than 2000 acre feet of water annually.

The appraisal report identified three basic alternatives for further analysis in the proposed feasibility study.  These include recharging urban storm-water runoff near the SPRNCA, extracting excess water flooding the Copper Queen Mine to the west near Bisbee, Arizona, and recharging the water near the SPRNCA, and extending the Central Arizona Project (CAP) water to the Sierra Vista Sub-watershed.  The USPP anticipates that the feasibility study will identify the best alternative to pursue for future construction and implementation.  The selected project will significantly contribute to the stated goals of the USPP.

The USPP stands ready to assist its federal partners via technical and scientific expertise, and matching in-kind and financial resources in order to perform this feasibility study, helping us to preserve and protect these two vital federally owned treasures.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the distinguished members of the Subcommittee on Energy and Natural Resources for the opportunity to address you today and I am prepared to answer your questions at this time.

