
 
 

 

June 17, 2009 

 

 

Chairman Jeff Bingaman      Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski 

Senate Energy and       Senate Energy and 

Natural Resources Committee     Natural Resources Committee 

304 Dirksen Senate Office Building    304 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510      Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Bingaman and Ranking Member Murkowski: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the American Public Power Association (APPA) to express our support 

for the American Clean Energy Leadership Act of 2009.  

 

APPA is the national service organization representing the interests of over 2,000 municipal and 

other state and locally-owned electric utilities throughout the United States (in every state except 

Hawaii). Collectively, public power utilities deliver electricity to one out of every seven 

electricity consumers (approximately 45 million people), serving some of the nation’s largest 

cities. However, the vast majority of APPA’s members serve communities with populations of 

10,000 or less.  

 

Recognizing the difficulty of comprising comprehensive energy legislation, APPA appreciates 

the hard work and dedication by Members of the Committee over the last several months and the 

significant progress and improvements that have been made to the bill. Specifically, APPA is 

pleased with the federal renewable electricity standard (RES) as APPA’s membership has 

endorsed a federal RES of no more than 15% by 2020 with an applicability threshold of 4 

million MWH of retail sales annually that allows for the deployment of energy efficiency 

measures to aid in meeting this standard. In addition, the provisions establishing a clean energy 

deployment administration, advancing carbon capture and storage technologies, developing 

additional renewable energy, enhancing energy efficiency, furthering green jobs training and 

energy workforce development, and fostering the transmission system are all significant steps 

forward in improving our nation’s energy policies while protecting the interests of consumers.  

 

As there is always room for improvement, APPA still has concerns with certain provisions of the 

legislation including language on: cyber-security; mandatory interconnection standards; and peak 

demand reduction. Moreover, APPA is still reviewing the amended bill reported out of the 

Committee and may have remaining issues to bring to your attention. While we appreciate that 

the Energy and Natural Resources Committee does not have jurisdiction over tax or 

appropriations measures, we nonetheless would urge the Committee and its members to seek a 

comparable incentive for public power through both the tax writing and appropriations processes 

(in the form of significant Clean Renewable Energy Bond authority and/or significant additional 

funding for the Renewable Energy Production Incentive) so that, in complying with the RES, 

public power utilities and their customers are not disadvantaged compared to private sector 
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companies. We look forward to working with you and your staff on these items as the bill 

progresses to the Senate floor. 

 

APPA supports federal legislation to address greenhouse gas emissions and has worked with our 

membership to create Climate Change Policy Principles that should be captured in any 

legislative product developed by Congress. However, we strongly believe that climate change 

legislation should be considered independently of the energy bill reported out by the Senate 

Energy and Natural Resources Committee. Attempting to address both climate change and 

comprehensive energy policy issues in one legislative vehicle would simply not be an effective 

way to achieve either legislative goal and may potentially jeopardize or delay the passage of this 

important comprehensive energy bill.  

 

Thank you again for your time and effort in crafting this legislation and for your consideration of 

our views. As always, we look forward to working with you and the entire Senate as the 

American Clean Energy Leadership Act moves towards the Senate floor.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Mark Crisson 

President and CEO 

 

 

 

cc: Members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
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The Honorable Jeff Bingaman 
Chairman 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
United States Senate 
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Bingaman: 
 
On behalf of Iberdrola Renewables, I want to commend and thank you for guiding the 
American Clean Energy Leadership Act of 2009 through the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee.  More specifically, we are grateful for your leadership on the 
renewable electricity standard (RES) and electric transmission provisions contained in the 
bill. 
 
An RES is the single most important Federal public policy initiative necessary to promote 
growth in the U.S. renewable electricity industry.  By establishing a national floor for the 
acquisition of electricity generated with renewable resources, project developers will have 
the confidence needed to invest in new renewable electricity facilities.  The increased 
demand will also substantially increase the willingness of manufacturers of wind turbines, 
solar panels and other renewable generation equipments to site factories and other 
facilities in the U.S. -- creating hundreds of thousands of new jobs.        
 
Although Iberdrola Renewables is disappointed that the RES was weakened during the 
markup process, we recognize that the Committee makeup required that compromises be 
made in order to ensure that an RES was included in the bill reported to the Senate floor.  
It is quite possible that, without your tireless efforts and those of your staff, the RES 
provision would have been deleted entirely.  We hope to work with you to strengthen the 
RES language as the legislation proceeds to the Senate floor. 
 
We are also very appreciative of your hard work on the provisions in the legislation aimed 
at promoting increased investments in electric transmission capacity.  Many of the 
nation’s renewable resources can’t be accessed without significant transmission additions.  
The current state-federal regulatory framework does not always work well to encourage 
needed investments in transmission.  The American Clean Energy Leadership Act of 2009 
would help address this problem.           
 
Thank you again for your good work and leadership on this important bill.  Please let us 
know if we can be helpful. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      /s/ Don Furman 
 
      Don Furman 
      Senior Vice President  





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – June 17, 2009     

Contact: Matt Letourneau 202-463-5945   

  

U.S. Chamber's Energy Institute: Senate Energy Bill  
Represents Real Progress 

Legislation Contains Several Key Institute Policy Recommendations 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Karen Harbert, president and CEO of the U.S. Chamber’s 
Institute for 21st Century Energy, today issued the following statement following the 
completion of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee’s work on an energy 
bill: 

“The bill reported out of the energy committee today represents real progress toward a 
comprehensive energy policy.  It offers the chance to increase our energy security, create 
American jobs, and continue to improve the environment.  Chairman Bingaman and 
Ranking Member Murkowski should be commended for their efforts to find consensus on 
several critical issues that deserve action by Congress. 

“Since the election, the Institute has worked with committee members and staff to enact 
several very significant policy recommendations from our Blueprint for Securing 
America’s Energy Future. Specifically, the inclusion of a clean energy bank—such as the 
Clean Energy Deployment Administration included in the bill—will encourage 
substantial investments in nuclear and renewable energy technologies.  

“The legislation also includes an Institute recommendation to clarify Section 526 of the 
2007 Energy Independence and Security Act to ensure that oil sands from Canada can 
continue to be imported, an issue of particular importance to our energy security and to 
our largest energy trading partner.    

“We also appreciate the committee’s approval of steps to aggressively promote energy 
efficiency; its specific endorsement of recycling as a potential solution to our nuclear 
waste challenge, as well as provisions that will open additional off-shore areas for oil and 
gas exploration that are currently off-limits.  

 “This is not a perfect bill.  It does not include oil and gas revenue sharing for states, and 
it contains a renewable electricity mandate that excludes some renewable resources like 
nuclear and doesn't recognize significant regional differences across our country —but 
overall this legislation is a positive step.  We look forward to working with the full 
Senate on these and other important issues in the coming months.”   

http://energyxxi.org/pages/reports.aspx
http://energyxxi.org/pages/reports.aspx


The mission of the U.S. Chamber’s Institute for 21st Century Energy is to unify 
policymakers, regulators, business leaders, and the American public behind a common 
sense energy strategy to help keep America secure, prosperous, and clean. Through 
policy development, education, and advocacy, the Institute is building support for 
meaningful action at the local, state, national, and international levels. 

 
The U.S. Chamber is the world's largest business federation representing more than 3 
million businesses and organizations of every size, sector, and region. 

 
www.uschamber.com            # # #             www.energyxxi.org 

 

http://www.uschamber.com/
http://www.energyxxi.org/


Alliance Praises Bipartisan Senate Energy Bill    

Jun 17, 2009 Alliance to Save Energy     

Alliance Praises Bipartisan Senate Energy Bill for Strengthening  

Building Energy Codes, Increasing Industrial Energy Efficiency  

Washington, D.C., June 17, 2009 – The Alliance to Save Energy today 
commended the bipartisan leaders of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee for reporting out a comprehensive energy bill that 
includes strengthened building energy codes that would save $9.3 billion in 
residential and commercial properties’ energy costs by 2020 (based on 2006 
energy prices), among other important energy efficiency provisions.  

Alliance President Kateri Callahan praised the committee leaders for 
reaching across party lines to forge a bipartisan consensus on many key 
elements of the bill and called on the full Senate to provide bipartisanship 
support for these and other energy- and money-saving elements when it 
reaches the Senate floor.  

“Energy efficiency has once again been an issue on which members of 
Congress can reach across party lines to address our nation’s energy 
problems,” Callahan said. “The bipartisan cooperation demonstrated in 
crafting this bill is a model for other energy and climate initiatives,” she 
added.  

“The Alliance strongly supports the Senate energy bill’s stricter energy-
savings targets for national model residential and commercial building codes 
– 30 percent in 2010 and 50 percent after 2016 – as well as the significant 
increase in federal funding to help states with code compliance,” said 
Callahan. “The more stringent targets will deliver substantial energy and 
monetary savings in newly constructed commercial and residential 
buildings.  

“Provisions relating to industrial energy efficiency would contribute to 
greater U.S. industrial competitiveness by enlarging the successful U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Industrial Assessment Centers and utilizing 
innovative financing mechanisms and public-private partnerships to 
encourage both enhanced research and development and increased 
implementation of energy-efficient manufacturing technologies,” she 
continued.  

“The Alliance congratulates Chairman Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.) and 
Ranking Minority Member Lisa Murkowksi (R-Alaska) for their 
determination to find common ground on many of the elements of this bill,” 
Callahan added. “We urge the Senate to carry on in that bipartisan spirit 

  



when the bill reaches the floor.”  

The Alliance also supports the bill’s provisions for building retrofit 
programs that would improve energy efficiency and create model energy 
performance labels for commercial and residential buildings; new standards 
and improvements in DOE’s standard-setting process; and financing 
mechanisms like the Clean Energy Deployment Administration, which will 
help to commercialize new energy technologies.  
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