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Mr. Chairman, Senator Domenici, and Members of the Committee, thank you for this opportunity to appear before you today on the critical issue of promoting greater energy efficiency in our nation, its states and local governments.

I appear today on behalf of The United States Conference of Mayors. On behalf of the nation’s mayors, I want to commend this Committee for moving forward with S. 1115, especially provisions of the legislation which seek to further empower the efforts of local government officials and state leaders through the establishment of a new Energy and Environment Block Grant initiative. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, enactment of a block grant program to support local and state energy efficiency initiatives is mayors’ top legislative priority, as set forth in the Mayors’ 10-Point Plan: Strong Cities, Strong Families for a Strong America, as set forth by Conference President and Trenton Mayor Douglas Palmer. As such, this initiative is strongly supported by mayors throughout the nation. 
First, let me share some broader perspectives on the legislation before you today. We believe the legislation begins to chart a new direction for federal energy policy.  It addresses the many challenges before us by embracing new policies and incentives for key energy sectors and governmental leaders at every level. We are especially supportive of the bill’s emphasis on higher efficiency standards for a variety of important equipment and technologies, expanded research efforts, and new energy efficiency and reduction goals. 
And, the emphasis on state public utility commissions to ensure that they play a stronger role in advancing local and statewide energy efficiency efforts is important to our longer-term efforts to increase energy efficiency and reduce our nation’s overall energy use. Finally, it is bipartisan, which is how we believe the nation will be successful in addressing the monumental challenges before us in this area.
Record of Action by Mayors

The nation’s mayors have been on the forefront of promoting energy efficiency out of our desire, which we know this Committee shares, to become more energy independent and reduce harmful emissions from our communities and regions.
In 2005, at our annual meeting in Chicago, IL, led by Mayor Greg Nickles of Seattle, The U.S. Conference of Mayors passed a comprehensive climate protection policy and encouraged mayors to sign the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  At that meeting, 141 mayors pledged to begin the process of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and promoting green energy efficiency.  Today, I am pleased to announce that more than 460 mayors have signed on to this Agreement, pledging local actions to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by seven percent below 1990 levels by 2012. Some cities are on their way to achieving this goal, but most of them will need additional help in reaching this milestone.
Also, at the Conference, we have adopted a goal with the American Institute of Architects to make all new building carbon neutral by 2030.  This 2030 Challenge is our way of trying to create momentum and policy consensus on where we must go with the nation’s building sector over the next generation.

Mr. Chairman, earlier this month, Newsweek recognized the important role mayors, cities and local governments play in responding  to the challenges of addressing climate change, energy efficiency and energy independence (“Mayors Take the Lead” 16 April 2007).
Let me cite some of the efforts now underway in the City of Albuquerque. We are doing everything in our power to protect and preserve our natural environment, understanding we have a responsibility to make wise choices in determining the legacy that will be shared by future generations. Albuquerque has a history of demonstrating environmental responsibility and sustainability. It was an alarming discovery back in the early 1990’s that our aquifer was not limitless, prompting one of the nation’s most ambitious and successful water conservation programs as well as the biggest public works projects in the City’s history – the San Juan Chama surface water diversion project. That forethought and innovative leadership has assured Albuquerque has a sustainable water supply now and for future generations.

In terms of renewable energy and energy conservation, more than 15% of the power used by municipal government comes from wind. We use solar thermal and photovoltaic panels for heating and pumping water at City pools. Traffic signals have been converted to energy efficient LED’s and an aggressive lighting retrofit program is reducing the energy used in our facilities. More than 40% of the City’s fleet is run on alternative fuels and all new vehicle acquisitions will be fueled with renewable alternative fuels.  We harvest landfill gas to fuel a micro turbine that generates electricity to support the gas collection system and for ground water remediation, excess power sold back to the grid. 

Other City initiatives include expanding the use of photovoltaic and thermal solar technology on city facilities; the application of LEED and 2030 standards to building codes; expanding recycling, targeting zero landfill and expansion of our multi-modal transit system. These initiatives represent but a few of the steps on the way to a sustainable environment.  As I talk to my constituents, they want action that provides them the opportunity to live the American life, with all its opportunity, while at the same time preserving our environment.
There is no question that the first step is to address energy efficiency, establish national goals, and give state and local governments the resources to develop community based, grass roots programs that result in real energy savings.  
Preliminary Survey Results
The Conference of Mayors is now surveying more than 400 Mayors who signed the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement. Specifically, we asked Mayors to indicate how they would use new federal resources provided through an Environment and Energy Block Grant. Based on very preliminary responses, here are some of the activities cities would undertake:
· Formulate and enforce new building codes that encourage energy efficiency;
· Retrofit existing buildings to improve the carbon footprint;
· Upgrade vehicle fleets  - increase use of hybrids and clean alternative fuels;
· Outreach to business communities to ramp up energy efficiency programs;
· Purchase or produce clean alternative energy;
· Improve public transportation infrastructure;
· Expansion of car sharing into residential neighborhoods;
· Develop solar water and electric programs that provide lower cost financing;
· Promotion and education to the public and developers; and
· Develop Climate Action Plans and undertake baseline greenhouse gas emissions assessments.
Block Grant Proposal – Section 605

As I said before, many cities have already taken the first step in establishing very aggressive local goals of energy efficiency and carbon reduction.  But, we need a partnership with the Federal government that requires the Energy Secretary to set higher efficiency standards and undertake other actions that appropriately rely on federal action.  
At the same time, as proposed in S. 1115, additional new resources will help local officials develop and expand local energy conservation programs, undertake a new generation of energy audits, revise building codes, increase incentives to adopt new technologies and initiatives and other efforts to promote alternative transportation systems and other changes, all aimed at saving energy and reducing our nation’s energy dependency.
Therefore, we strongly endorse the creation of an Energy and Environmental Block Grant at the Department of Energy, as set forth in Section 605, giving State and local governments new resources to establish implementation plans for adopting community energy efficiency programs and the resources to carry them out.  

Such programs will unleash a creative and innovative power of local communities to coalesce around national and community goals, yet provide concrete programs that they can participate in to meet them.  
Any successful national strategy must have this “bottoms-up” community approach that complements the top-down strategies of tougher energy efficiency standards and other necessary actions here at the federal level.  Only by doing both will we get to where we need to be.

Enabling Local Leadership to Change Human Behavior, Local Practices
Let me offer some perspectives about the role of mayors in changing human behavior which is such a critical consideration in dealing with the myriad of energy issues before the nation. In the early 1990s, when our nation faced a landfill crisis, cities and counties rose to the challenge and launched over 5,000 curbside recycling programs, started local procurement programs to buy recycled-content materials, and helped to spearhead a green packaging movement that involved the American Consumers Products industry.  For the first time, we made it inside the American home to change behavior of what was as common as separating recyclables from ordinary trash so that it could be recycled.

People said this could not be done, that we could never get the citizenry to change its behavior in response to something as mundane as garbage.  But we did.  And most of those programs continue today with a national recycling rate of over 25 percent.  

Local Officials Ready to Meet These Challenges

In our opinion the people and their leaders -- mayors and other local officials -- are ready and poised again to rise to an even more important challenge of making ourselves more energy independent, while lessening our use of fossil fuels and harnessing the ingenuity that resides within our communities and neighborhoods. 

Mr. Chairman, it is at the local level that building codes get re-written, that demonstration programs can be launched, that new technologies can be introduced to neighborhoods, that people can rally to car pool, switch their lights to compact incandescent bulbs, where businesses can decide to retrofit their boilers, weatherize their commercial establishments, transportation facilities can be reengineered and made available for alternative vehicles and reduced auto dependency, where energy audits can be performed for the local museum, girls and boys clubs, local libraries, and the list goes on and on.

We believe the Energy and Environment Block Grant will unleash a great deal of creativity that will help us get to the goals that you have espoused in S. 1115. Certainly, states and local governments can not do it on our own.  We desperately need the Federal government as our partner.  But we can, with your assistance and through more local innovation and creativity, provide an essential component to our national energy strategy.

Just to demonstrate the challenge, a study that the US. Conference of Mayors commissioned by Global Insight Inc. forecasts that between now and 2030, our nation will build over 39 million new homes and over 40 billion square feet of commercial space.  If we are to absorb this kind of economic growth and meet our goals, we must begin now at all levels of government to promote a top down and bottoms approach, relying on the right balance of federal policy directives and incentives aligned with community-based strategies, to help us achieve greater energy efficiency and reduced energy dependence.
Closing Comments

We believe, therefore, that the nation’s cities and counties play a vital role in our national goal of energy efficiency, energy independence and climate protection.  

The nation’s mayors support S. 1115, especially its important provisions for an Energy and Environment Block Grant program, as a vital first step in meeting the challenges before the nation. The United States Conference of Mayors endorses it and urges its passage as soon as possible.  Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, thank you for this opportunity to share our views on this important legislation.
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