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Chairman Craig, Ranking Member Wyden, committee members.  Thank you for allowing us to testify today regarding the future of Mt. Hood.

Mt. Hood is many things to many people, but for most it is Oregon’s recreation mountain where most people who visit come in the winter to ski.  It is also home to great backpacking, hiking, viewing and camping, not to mention snowmobiling, climbing, bird watching and much more.  From its flanks flow water for farms and cities.  It is a spiritual place for Native Americans and holds similar qualities for many who escape to its environs today.

It is also an area under increasing pressure from human demands and from Nature.  Bugs are chewing their way through its forests and fuel loads are increasing.  Some 87-thousand acres suffer from significant amounts of dead trees from recent bark beetle outbreaks.  The overall growth rate of trees in the forest is more than 13 times that of harvest or fuel reduction activity.  The natural yearly tree death rate exceeds all stewardship activities on the forest by an eight-to-one ratio.  And this summer we saw first hand the devastating effect of fire on Mt. Hood as it shut down access, polluted our air sheds and destroyed habit.    

More than a decade ago, an historic agreement laid out a plan to manage its forests, and yet the promises of the Northwest Forest Plan have gone unfulfilled.  Areas that should be managed for late successional reserve—old growth characteristics—are in desperate need of work, for example.

For nearly three decades, a dispute has raged in the upper Hood River Valley about various development plans for the north side of Mt. Hood.  The opposing parties reached a mediated settlement to end such plans.  That settlement agreement, supported by the local county and the state of Oregon, requires Congressional approval to take effect.  

I tell you this because after nearly four years of public work, my colleague from Portland, Earl Blumenauer and I wrote and passed in the House a comprehensive measure to address all of these issues and more.  Our bill, HR 5025, won unanimous approval of the House Resources Committee and the full House, and the President has said he will sign it into law.

Earl and I recognize that this is a bicameral process, and have had our staffs working day, night and weekends to seek comment from the many stakeholders we’ve consulted over the years in an effort to find accommodation with the senate proposal which was made public earlier this month.

We look forward to finding common ground on legislation that can pass both chambers and provide the necessary legacy Mt. Hood deserves.

